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The college application process can be overwhelming,
and your child could use some assistance navigating it
all. The “Applying To Ministry School Tool” is intended
to help you and your child navigate the intricacies of
enrolling in the best ministry program. This PDF 
includes checklists for important timelines,
packing lists, organizational sheets, and more!

Introduction



Checklist of 
Important Timelines

The timelines outlined in this PDF are general
best practices. If you find your children are 
ahead or behind, there are always ways to get 
back on track! Encourage your children to reach
out to the admissions counselor to make sure 
that they are where they need to be in the process.
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Senior Year Fall
Research Ministry Programs 

Pray with trusted mentors and friends 

Visit college campuses virtually or in person 

Establish relationships with admissions counselors

Checklist of 
Important Timelines
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Senior Year Winter
Begin researching and applying for scholarships

Narrow your long list to a short list of programs

Complete university applications - essay, application, 

transcripts, recommendation letters, etc. 

Checklist of 
Important Timelines
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Senior Year Spring
Commit to a university program 

Make initial deposit

Checklist of 
Important Timelines
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Senior Year Summer
Enjoy the time and create memories with loved ones

Pack for college 

Attend orientation

Checklist of 
Important Timelines
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Short and Long List of 
Ministry School Programs

Longlist of College Programs 
Write the name of every college ministry program of interest. 
From that list, select three programs and add them to the shortlist. 

Shortlist of College Programs 

is made. Write the names of the top 3 ministry programs that interest your child. 
below. Then use the pros and cons chart on the next page to further solidify 
their decision.

My top THREE ministry programs are: 
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Ministry Program 
Pros and Cons

Pros and Cons 
Outlining the good and the bad qualities of each ministry program can 

College Pro(s) Con(s)

1.

2.

3.

•

•

•

•

•

•

help your child in making their final decision. Outline the pros and cons here: 
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Questions To Ask Your  
Admissions Counselors

Questions To Ask Your Admissions Counselors
Understanding which questions to ask is an important part of your research. Take this list, plus 
a couple of questions of your own, to the admissions counselors helping your child in the 
enrollment                     process. 

What sets my student’s school apart from other schools?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

What kind of financial aid is available? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Which events should my student attend to learn about campus life? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

How do you support students after graduation? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Questions I have for the admissions counselor:
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Checklist: Packing For 
Ministry School 

Packing List For 1st Year Ministry Students:
Many of the college packing lists you’ll see online will list hundreds of items that you need for 

Bedroom: 
2 pillows with cases

Organizational containers for under your bed 
Blackout curtains 
Matress topper and mattress protector
Bedside lamp 
Full length mirror 
Whiteboard or bulletin board
Bike, longboard, rollerblades  
Command Hooks
Power Strip 
Decorative Rug 

Bathroom/Laundry: 
3 sets of towels (don’t forget the washcloths)  
Radio, Alexa, or Google Play 
Hangable shower caddy 
Portable hamper 
Steamer 
Robe 
Laundry detergent and dryer sheets 
Hangers
Hanging shoe rack
Compact vacuum 
Disenfectant wipes 
 
Classroom: 
Bible 
Agenda 
Water bottle 
Backpack or totebag 
Laptop with charger and protective case 
Folders containing course syllabus’ and 
important paperwork 
Pens, pencils, folders, notebooks, etc.
Post It Notes

your first year. We’ll keep it simple! Along with the items listed below, your child will want to 
collaborate with roommates and suitemates for items that could benefit everyone. Examples 
of this could be: Mini-fridge, TV, microwave, printer, smoothie-maker, drying rack, Keurig, 
etc.
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Available Ministry 
School Scholarships

Available Scholarships and Statuses

Finances are one of the most important elements of your child’s enrollment process. You’ll want 

your top 3 programs through the use of the chart below.

Scholarship TitleSchool Details Status

1.

5.

3.

7.

2.

6.

4.

8.

9.



Vocational Ministry
Encouragement

Hold on dear friend, for this is not the end. You have traveled so 
far and you have worked so hard. Carry on with courage and do 
not give up. And not because things will be easy but because 
these seeds you are sowing matter, and they will grow in time 
if you do not lose heart. — Morgan Harper Nichols

Morgan Harper Nichols is a Christian poet, musician and artist. She travels across the country 

Blooming. She shares her work daily across a variety of platforms, including her app Storyteller, 
online shop and blog titled Garden24, YouTube, Instagram, and podcast. She lives in Arizona with 
her husband and son. 

“ “
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Vocational Ministry
Encouragement

Men do not read the Bible, but they read us, — do let us give 
them a good version of the Scripture in our lives. 
— Charles Spurgeon

Charles Spurgeon 
Spurgeon is known for the many sermons, commentaries, prayer books, devotionals, poetry and 
hymns he’s written. He was known to be a deeply inspiring orator and many of his sermons had 

which is now known as Spurgeon’s College. 

“

“
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Vocational Ministry
Encouragement

Our calling is not simply to change the world, but perhaps as 
important, our calling is to be changed ourselves. 
— Eugene Cho

Eugene Cho has a Master of Divinity from Princeton. He founded Quest Church in Seattle with 
his wife. He is the founder of “One Day’s Wages” , a ministry dedicated to aiding those in extreme 
poverty. He is also the President of Bread for the World and Bread Institute, a Christian advocacy 
organization creating change on a global level through policies to help end hunger. He lives with 
his wife and three children in Washington. 

“

“
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